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PROCEEDINGS 


- 

OF  THE 

THIRTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 


OP 


WEST  PENNSYLVANIA. 

- - 

Shippensburg,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.^ 

Sept,  lltb,  1862. 

According  to  a  resolution  passed,  at  the  last  session  of 
the  West  Pennsylvania  Synod,  the  Ministers  and  Lay-dele- 
gates  composing  the  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Convention  of  this 
body,  convened  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  at  Shippensburg,  in 
charge  of  Rev.  L.  A.  Gotwald,  on  Thursday  evening,  Sept. 
11th,  1862. 

The  President,  Rev.  E.  Breidenbaugh,  preached  the  Syn¬ 
odical  sermon  before  a  large  and  attentive  audience. 

In  consequence  of  a  threatened  invasion  of  our  State  by 
the  Rebel  army,  now  in  Maryland,  many  of  the  brethren, 
residing  at  points  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  the  invading  foe, 
were  not  present  on  this  evening.  After  the  delivery  of  the 
Synodical  sermon  a  short  consultation  was  held,  as  to  the 
expediency  of  proceeding  with  the  transaction  of  Synodical 
business,  or  adjourning  to  some  future  day.  The  majority, 
notwithstanding  the  exciting  rumors  that  were  continually 
coming  in,  and  the  absence  of  a  number  of  the  brethren, 
ruled  to  proceed  with  the  business  session,  and  to  meet  on 
to-morrow  morning,  at  8  o’clock. 
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V 

First  Session. 

Friday  Morning,  Sept.  12th,  1862. 
The  members  of  Synod  convened  at  8  o’clock,  and  spent 
half  an  hour  in  devotional  exercises,  after  which  Synod  was 
called  to  order,  and  was  opened  with  the  singing  of  a  hymn, 
followed  with  prayer  by  the  president. 

The  Rev.  M.  J.  Alleman,  Secretary  of  Synod,  being  ab¬ 
sent,  the  Rev.  W.  Kopp  was  appointed  Secretary  joro.  tern. 
The  Clerical  roll  was  called,  the  absentees  were  noted,  and 
the  credentials  of  the  Lay-delegates  received. 

The  subjoined  is  a  list  of  the  Clerical  members  and  Lay- 
delegates  composing  this  Synod : 


Clergymen.  Ent.  tee  Min.  Residence.  Lay-Delegates. 


1. 

Rev. 

C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  U.,*.. 

00 

Gettysburg, . 

2. 

a 

S.  S.  Schmucker,  D.  D., 

,*1820, 

Gettysburg, . 

3. 

a 

P.  S.  Scheurer, . 

...1822, 

Hanover, . 

4. 

u 

A.  II.  Lochman,  D.  D., 

*  1824, 

York, . 

5. 

u 

A.  G.  Deininger,* . . 

...1828, 

Berlin, . 

6. 

u 

J.  Oswald,  D.  D.,* . 

...1829, 

York, . 

7. 

a 

M.  Jacobs,  D.  D., . 

..1832, 

Gettysburg, . 

8. 

a 

S.  Oswald,* . 

York, . 

0. 

ii 

C.  F.  Stoever,* . 

..1836, 

Mechanic.sburg,. 

10. 

it 

A.  Berg,* . 

...1842, 

Shrewsbury, . 

11. 

a 

E.  Breidenbaugh, . 

...1844, 

Greencastle, . 

12. 

i. 

M.  J.  Alleman,  . 

...1845, 

Hanover, . 

13. 

ii 

W.  Kopp, . 

...1845, 

New  Kingston,. 

14. 

a 

C.  J.  Deininger* . 

...1846, 

York, . 

15. 

it 

J.  A.  Brown,  D.  D.,*... 

York, . 

16. 

ii 

H.  Baker, . 

Newville, . A.  Bricker. 

17. 

a 

W.  M.  Baum, . 

...1848, 

York, . 

18. 

it 

P.  Raby, . 

,..1840, 

Petersburg, .  S.  Eichholtz. 

19. 

ii 

A.  Essick, . 

..1849, 

Gettysburg, . 

20. 

u 

J.  K.  Miller, . 

...1850, 

Arndtsville, . Jesse  Houck. 

21. 

a 

S.  McHenry, . . 

...1850, 

Chambersburg, .  J.  Reichard. 

22. 

u 

G.  Roth,* . 

..1851, 

Loudon, . 

23. 

ii 

A.  W.  Lilly, . 

...1851, 

York, . 

D 


24. 

Rev. 

J.  H.  Menges,* . 

...1851,  York, . 

25. 

ii 

J.  Frey,* . 

...1853,  Carlisle . 

26. 

it 

M.  Snyder, . 

...1853,  Strasburg, . S.  Creamer. 

27. 

u 

J.  Steck, . 

...1853,  Chambersburg, . 

28. 

u 

A.  Finfrock, . 

...1857,  Dillsburg, . Geo.  Klugh. 

29. 

n 

L.  A.  Gotwald, . 

...1859,  Shippensburg, ..  J.  Bittinger. 

30. 

It 

L.  W.  Berry, . 

...1859,  . 

31. 

u 

S.  Dasher, . 

...1860,  Lewisburg, . Jno.  Ritter, 

32. 

u 

J.  G.  Goettman,! . 

...1861,  Dickinson, . 

33. 

ll 

J.  Conawav.i . 

•f  /  « 

...1861,  York,  Co., . 

34. 

ii 

M,  Wolf,* . 

...1861,  Chambersburg,. 

35. 

ii 

J.  Q.  McAtee,* . 

...1861,  Nova  Scotia,..., 

36. 

u 

S.  B.  Barnitz,! . 

...1861,  Wheeling,  Ya.,  . 

37. 

ii 

A.  J.  Weise,* . 

...1861,  Hagerstown, Md. 

38. 

ii 

Charles  Schlager,* . 

,...1862,  Carlisle, . 

39. 

ii 

Alfred  E.  CrolU . 

40. 

ii 

William  Keclker,! . 

41. 

ii 

W.  B.  Fox,i . 

Mechanicsburg  Charge, . Jacob  Bretz. 

Sulphur  Spring, . . . Jno,  Mountz. 

*  xlbsent. 
t  Ordained, 
j  Licensed. 

The  Rev.  W.  M.  Baum,  of  the  Virginia  Synod,  having 
furnished  his  certificate  of  honorable  dismission  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  was,  on  motion,  received  a  member  of  this  body. 

The  President  next  read  his  annual  Report,  which  was  re¬ 
ceived,  and  referred  to  a  committee. 

PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 

Dear  Brethren  : 

Through  the  mercy  of  a  kind  and  watchful  Providence  we 
are  permitted  to  assemble  again  in  Synodical  Convention. 
The  toils  and  trials,  the  privileges  and  blessings  of  another 
year  have  rolled  away  into  the  past.  The  fruits  of  our  la¬ 
bors,  the  good  wrought  out  for  us  by  our  trials,  and  the  joys 
experienced  in  the  proper  improvement  of  our  blessings,  we 
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trust  still  remain.  Since  last  we  met  in  Mechanicsburg,  ^ 
year  ago,  important  changes  have  taken  place  in  our  midst. 
Two  of  our  brethren,  members  of  this  Synod,  who  then  met 
with  us  in  their  usual  health,  and  participated  with  their  usu¬ 
al  interest  in  the  business  of  Synod  have  been  taken  away 
from  us  by  an  All-wise  Providence. 

Rev.  D.  Eyster,  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Hart- 
wick  Synod,  but  for  the  last  several  years  in  connection  with 
this  body,  departed  this  life  in  January,  1862.  Compelled 
on  account  of  enfeebled  health  to  relinquish  the  active  duties 
of  the  ministry,  he  spent  his  latter  years  at  Gettysburg  in 
conducting  a  School  for  young  ladies.  Meek  and  unobstru- 
sive,  kind  and  gentle,  his  soul  passed  quietly  away  from 
earth,  in  the  full  assurance  of  being  with  God  in  heaven. 

On  the  10th  of  May  Rev.  J.  Ulrich  also  fell  asleep  in  Je¬ 
sus.  He  was  a  member  of  this  Synod  about  twenty-eight 
years,  with  the  exception  of  eighteen  months,  the  entire 
time  of  his  ministry.  Social  in  his  disposition,  prudent  in 
his  intercourse,  diligent  as  a  pastor,  and  earnest  as  a  preach¬ 
er,  his  ministerial  labors  were  crowned  with  success.  The 
cause  of  Christ  always  elicited  his  active  interest,  and  the 
institutions  of  the  Church  always  found  in  him  a  reliable  and 
faithful  friend.  After  a  few  weeks’  illness,  he  departed  from 
the  scene  of  his  labors,  to  the  reward  of  the  blessed. 

The  demise  of  two  brethren  in  one  year,  on  a  Clerical  roll 
of  forty-five,  is  an  impressive  occurrence.  How  uncertain 
is  life ;  and  with  what  peculiar  force  docs  not  the  admonition 
come  to  each  of  us,  “Be  ye  also  ready  ;  for,  in  such  an  hour 
as  ye  think  not  the  Son  of  Man  cometh.” 

According  to  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  I  will 
now  present  a  statement  of  my  official  acts  during  the  past 
Synodical  year. 

In  accordance  with  the  instruction  of  Synod,  I  transmit¬ 
ted  on  the  4th  of  October,  to  the  Rev.  W.  Tde,  a  certificate 
of  honorable  dismission,  with  a  view  to  connect  himself  with 
the  Maryland  Classis  of  the  Gorman  Reformed  Church,  in 
which  denomination  he  was  then  laboring. 
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At  the  same  time  I  forwarded  to  the  Rev.  W.  (jerhar<lt, 
who  had  accepted  a  call  to  the  Somerset  charge,  a  letter  of 
dismission  to  the  Alleghany  Synod. 

On  the  30th  of  October  I  received  a  leter  from  Rev.  J.  ll. 
Groff,  a  licentiate  of  the  East  Pennsylvania  Synod,  inform¬ 
ing  me  of  his  acceptance  of  a  call  to  the  Mechanicsburg 
charge,  and  that  he  purposed  to  enter  immediately  upon  his 
labors. 

In  a  letter  dated,  January  6th,  1862,  Rev.  W.  M.  Baum 
informed  me  that  he  had  received  and  accepted  a  call  from 
St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  congregation  in  York,  and  that  he  com¬ 
menced  his  labors  on  the  first  of  the  month.  The  same  bro¬ 
ther  also  forwarded  to  me  on  the  26th  of  April  a  certificate 
of  honorable  dismission  from  the  Rev.  J.  Summers,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Virginia  Synod.  This  certificate  was  addressed 
‘‘To  all  whom  it  may  concern.”  This  singular  mode  of  ad¬ 
dress  was  adopted  by  the  President  of  said  Synod,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  secession  of  the  Southern  branch  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  from  the  General  Synod  :  a  fact,  which  in  his 
estimation,  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  address  the 
West  Pennsylvania  Synod  as  “familiarly”  as  was  customary. 
The  certificate  however  covering  the  requirements  of  the 
Constitution,  notwithstanding  the  dread  of  being  too  “famil¬ 
iar,”  was  considered  fully  satisfactory. 

Rev.  J.  Struntz,  Pastor  of  the  German  Lutheran  congre¬ 
gation  in  Carlisle,  informed  me  on  the  10th  of  Eebruary, 
that  he  had  accepted  a  call  from  several  congregations  in 
Montgomery  County,  of  this  State,  and  requested  an  honor¬ 
able  dismission,  in  order  to  unite  with  the  Pennsylvania  Syn¬ 
od.  The  request  was  granted. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  Rev.  Dr.  Lochman  informed  me, 
that  Rev  J.  Conaway,  a  licentiate  of  this  Synod,  was  unan¬ 
imously  elected  Pastor  of  four  of  the  congregations  compo¬ 
sing  the  Windsor  district,  whilst  the  remaining  “two  are  in 
such  a  state  that  nothing  can  be  done  with  them  at  present.” 

Mr.  Charles  Schlager,  a  student  of  the  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  at  Gettysburg,  wrote  to  me  on  the  17th  of  March,  sta- 


ting,  that  he  had  been  elected  Pastor  of  the  German  Luth> 
eran  congregation  in  Carlisle,  desired  permission  to  take 
charge  of  them,  and  also  requested  that  a  license  ad  interim 
be  granted  him,  until  the  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Syn¬ 
od.  The  permission  and  the  request  were  both  granted. 
Being  under  the  impression  that  it  was  still  customary,  as  it 
formerly  had  been,  for  the  Chairman  of  Synod,  to  exercise 
the  right,  under  certain  circumstances,  to  give  license  ad  in- 
terim.  I  did  what  I  supposed  precedent  sanctioned,  and 
gave  the  desired  license.  Subsequently  however,  I  discov¬ 
ered  that  Synod,  by  a  resolution  passed  at  one  of  its  previ¬ 
ous  sessions,  “deemed  it  inexpedient  for  the  President  of 
Synod  to  grant  license  ad  interim  in  future.”  I  admit  my 
error,  and  exceedingly  regret  it,  but  only  discovered  it  when 
too  late  to  recall  my  previous  action  in  the  matter. 

Bcv.  C.  F.  Stoever  informed  me,  March  21st,  that  he  had 
resigned  the  Trindle  Spring  charge.  Ilis  resignation  to  take 
effect  on  the  first  of  April  following.  The  charge,  so  far  as  I 
know,  is  still  vacant. 

On  the  28th  of  INIarch  I  received  a  letter  from  Rev.  A. 
L.  Guss,  requesting  an  honorable  dismission  from  this  body, 
to  unite  with  the  Central  Synod,  in  whose  bounds  he  was 
then  living.  The  request  was  granted. 

I  received  a  letter.  May  the  20th,  from  Rev.  Samuel  B. 
Barnitz,  a  licentiate  of  this  Synod,  in  which  he  informed  me, 
that  he  had  been  elected  Pastor  of  the  English  Lutheran 
Mission  at  Wheeling,  Va.,  and  expected  shortly  to  take 
charge  of  it. 

On  the  14th  of  April  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  J. 
Kerr,  of  Rossville,  York  County,  desiring  permission  to 
preach  to  the  Wrightsville  congregation.  Having  no  know¬ 
ledge  whatever  relative  to  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  Kerr,  I 
requested  him  to  furnish  me  with  satisfactory  testimonials 
from  the  Lutheran  Pastors  in  York.  These  having  not  been 
received,  the  request  was  not  granted. 

Rev.  C.  Rightmyer,  in  a  letter  dated  June  2d,  asked  to  be 
honorably  dismissed  from  this  body,  to  unite  with  the  Penn- 
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sylvania  Synod,  with  which  his  present  congregation  is  con¬ 
nected.  The  request  was  granted. 

The  Rev.  W.  F.  Eyster  requested  in  a  letter,  June  25th, 
an  honorable  dismission  from  this  body,  in  order  to  unite 
with  the  Maryland  Synod.  The  request  was  granted. 

On  the  3d  of  August  Rev.  T.  Heilig,  licentiate,  was  at  his 
own  request,  dismissed  to  the  East  Pennsylvania  Synod. 

I  also  incidentally  learned  that  the  Centreville  charge 
made  vacant  by  the  removal  of  Rev.  K.  L.  Guss,  has  been 
supplied  since  sometime  last  winter,  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Goeti- 
man,  a  licentiate  of  this  Synod. 

On  the  15th  of  August  Rev.  J.  Evans  was  dismissed,  to 
unite  with  the  Maryland  Synod. 

Rev.  G.  Roth  informed  me  in  a  letter,  dated  x\ugust  21 
that  he  had  resigned  the  McConnelsburg  charge,  which  he 
had  served  several  years.  The  resignation  took  effect  on  the 
first  of  the  month.  I  am  unable  to  say  whether  the  charge 
has  yet  elected  a  successor. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  peculiar  trial,  both  to  the 
Church  and  the  State.  The  unhappy  difficulties  which  sur¬ 
round  us,  are  felt  with  injurious  effect  in  temporal  and  reli¬ 
gious  interests.  The  solution  of  the  problem,  whether  we 
have  a  Government,  has  taken  away  from  the  peaceful  fire¬ 
side  many  of  our  people.  Among  these  are  many  found  who 
were  accustomed  to  worship  with  us  in  our  sanctuaries,  who 
were  active  teachers  in  our  Sabbath  Schools,  who  participa¬ 
ted  in  our  meetings  for  social  prayer,  and  in  various  ways 
threw  their  influence  on  the  side  of  Christ.  The  Church 
feels  their  absence,  yet  we  would  not  keep  them  back.  Our 
national  peril  demands  their  aid.  At  our  Country’s  call  they 
readily  laid  aside  their  peaceful  pursuits  and  endearments  of 
home,  for  the  tumults  of  the  battlefield,  willing  to  endure 
the  exposures,  privations  and  dangers  of  the  soldier.  Let 
the  Church  remember  these,  and  make  them  the  special  sub¬ 
jects  of  her  prayers,  that  they  may  be  kept  from  the  vices 
to  which  their  isolation  from  home,  and  the  Church,  and 

their  new  associations  expose  them.  Our  Country,  on  whose 
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preservation  and  peace,  the  welfare  of  the  Church  to  a  great 
degree  depends,  demands  the  sympathies  and  prayers  of 
Christians.  Let  their  urgent  entreaties  be  made  to  that 
God,  whose  strong  arm  can  bring  deliverance. 

May  our  God  vouchsafe  to  Church  and  State  his  Divine 
guidance,  give  wisdom  and  strength  to  crush  out  the  wicked 
rebellion  that  threatens  their  existence,  and  enable  them 
speedily  to  emerge  from  the  gloom  which  now  encompasses 
them,  to  enter  upon  a  career  of  greater  prosperity  and 
glory. 

The  Lord  give  us  wisdom  to  deliberate  profitably,  and 
cause  the  work  of  our  hands  to  prosper.  Amen. 

E.  BREIDENBAUGH. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICEES. 

Synod  now  proceeded  to  hold  an  election  for  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year*  The  Rev.  B.  Raby  and  Rev.  A.  Einfrock 
were  appointed  tellers. 

The  election  resulted  as  follows  : 

Rev.  E.  BREIDENBAUGH,  President, 

“  W.  K0P1\  Secretary, 

“  W.  M.  BAUM,  Treasurer. 

On  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annu¬ 
al  Convention  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  same  were  refer¬ 
red  to  a  Committee. 

ADVISORY  MEMBERS. 

The  following  brethren  were  admitted  to  seats  as  advisory 
members  during  the  sessions  of  Synod  : 

From  the  Lutheran  Church,  Rev.  C.  A.  Gelwix,  of  Wit¬ 
tenberg  Synod  ;  Rev.  Morris  Officer  and  Rev.  S.  Hooper,  of 
the  Miami  Synod. 

From  other  denominations.  Rev.  Sheffer,  of  the  Episcopal 
Methodist  Church,  and  Rev.  Wilson,  of  the  Evangelical  As¬ 
sociation. 
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COMMITTEES. 

The  President  announced  the  following  Committees : 

Ko.  1.  Rev.  M.  Jacobs,  D.  D.,  J.  K.  Miller,  and  Mr.  Jacob 

Bittinger. 

‘‘  2-  “  P.  Rabj,  S.  McPIenrj,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Bricker, 

3.  “  M,  Snyder,  A.  Finfrock,  and  Mr.  Jesse  Houck. 

“  4.  “  J.  Steck,  S.  Dasher,  and  Mr,  J.  Richard. 

‘‘  5.  L.  A.  Gotwald,  and  Mr.  Lingleton  Eichholtz, 

‘‘  6.  “  J.  G.  Goettman,  and  Mr.  George  Klugh, 

7.  J.  K.  Miller,  and  Mr.  Solomon  Creamer. 

“  8.  “  J.  Steck,  M.  J.  Alleman  and  A.  Essick. 

“  9.  “  P.  S.  Scheurer,  H.  Baker,  and  Mr.  M.  Etzler. 

‘‘  10.  “  L.  W.  Berry,  J.  Conaway,  and  Mr.  Jno.  Ritter. 

“  11.  ‘‘  H.  Baker  and  A.  Essick. 

x\.  Committee,  on  the  state  of  Religion  within  the  bounds 
of  S3mod,  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Rev.  A.  W.  Lilly,  M, 
J.  Alleman  and  P.  Raby. 

Committee  on  the  “German  Legacy  Fund,”  Rev.  Dr.  M. 
Jacobs  and  Rev.  A,  Essick. 


APPLICANTS  FOE  LICENSURE, 

The  names  of  the  following  brethren  were  proposed  as 
Candidates  for  licensure,  Messrs.  J.  J.  Kerr,  Alfred  E.  Croll, 
William  Keckler  and  W.  B.  Fox. 

Rev.  M.  Sn}Mer  requested  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  to-morrow  forenoon,  to  attend  a  funeral  in  his  charge. 

Dr.  Jacobs  and  Ptev.  P.  Raby  were  appointed  members  of 
the  Examining  Committee,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Lochman,  ab¬ 
sent,  and  Rev.  J.  L^lrich,  deceased  ;  Dr.  Krauth  not  appear¬ 
ing,  Rev.  W.  M,  Baum  was  subsequently  appointed  as  the 
remaining  member  of  the  Committee. 

Dr.  Jacobs  here  presented  his  report,  as  Treasurer  of  Syn¬ 
od,  and  also  that  of  Prof.  Stoever,  Treasurer  of  the  Educa¬ 
tion  fund.  These  reports  were  referred  to  the  following  au¬ 
diting  Committee,  Rev.  J.  K.  Miller  and  Solomon  Creamer, 
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EEPOSTS  OF  THE  TEEASUEEES  OF  WEST  PENN¬ 
SYLVANIA  SYNOD. 

The  Treasurer  of  Synod  begs  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

1.  Receipts  for  the  Synodical  Treasury,  for  the  years,  1861-’G2. 

Balance  due  Synodical  Treasury,  Oct.  1st,  1861,  $27  042- 

Received  during  meeting  of  Synod, .  154  00 

Expended  for  Synod,  . 

Balance  due  Synod, . 

2.  Receipts  for  Education  Treasury  : 

Contributions  at  last  Synodical  meeting, . $812  00 

From  President,  from  German  legacies, .  100  00 

Nov.'  1861,  of  Christ’s  Church,  per  Dr.  Baugher,  64  00 
Aug.  1862,  Rev.  L.  A.  Gotwald, 

Shippcnsburg,  $76  35  ) 

Green  Village,  18  65  i 
“  C.  A.  Morris,  Esq.,  ind.  contrib.  50  00  $1121  00 


Expended  during  the  year, . $1150  00 

Interest  on  a  loan  of  $400  for  21  months, .  G  124 

Balance  due  Treasurer,  Oct.  1st,  1861, .  677  88  $1834  00} 


Balance  due  Treasurer, . .  $713  00} 

3.  Receipts  for  Home  Missionary  Treasury : 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Oct.  1st,  1861, .  $19  97 

Received  at  meeting  of  Synod, .  354  10 

Doc.,  18G1,  of  Mr.  G.  Line,  per  Rev.  J.  Frey,  ...  8  05  $381  89 

E.xpeuded  during  year, .  $381  89 

4.  Receipts  for  Foreign  Missions  : 

Received  at  Synod,  Oct.  Ist.  1861, . $217  36 

April,  1801,  of  Rev.  II.  Baker,  .  40  00  $257  36 

Expended  during  the  year, .  $257  30 

5.  Receipt  for  Pastors'  Fund : 

Oct.  1st,  1801,  of  Rev.  J.  Frey, .  $23  00 

Balance  in  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  .  $23  00 


$181  04} 
$141  81 


$39  23} 


6.  Receipts  for  the  Seminary  debt : 

Dec.  5th,  1861,  of  Rev.  M.  Snyder,  Strasburg,..,  $3  00 

16th,  “  “  A.  Berg,  Shrewsbury,  ...  10  00 

■i8th,  “  “  J.  Frey,  Carlisle, .  10  00 

May  20Lh,  1802,  J.  C.  Dcininger,  York,  ..  10  00 


u 

u 


$ 


^33  00 


Paid  over  to  Dr.  S.  S.  Scliraiicker, . .  $33  00 

There  is  therefore  due  the  Synodical  Treasury,...  $39  23 J 

Likewise  a  balance  due  Pastors’ Fund  of . .  $23  00  $62  23J 

Deficit  of  Education  Treasury, .  $713  00|- 

Leaving  a  balance  due  the  Treasurer  of .  $650  77 

M.  JACOBS,  Treasurer. 


L.  STOEVSR’S  Account  with  the  West  Peimsylvania  Synod, 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Education  Fiind. 


Received  from  Rev.  Dr.  Jacobs,  Treasurer  of  West  Pennsylvania 


Synod, . . . . . 

Paid  appropriations  to  Beneficiaries,  per  order 

Henrv  J,  H.  Lemcke, . . . . 

John  W.  Croll,  . 

J.  L.  Smith,  . 

G.  W.  Frederick, . 

G.  D.  Goetz,  . . . . 

J.  C.  Koller,  . . . . 

L.  W,  Detrick, . 

D.  L,  McKenzie, . . . 

F.  W.  Heilhecker, . 


. . $1150  00 

of  Committee  : 

. $150  00 

.  150  00 

.  150  00 

.  150  00 

.  150  00 

.  150  00 

.  150  00 

. .  50  00 

. .  50  00 


$1150  00 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Rev.  S.  McHenry,  and 
delegate,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

On  motion.  Synod  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  o’clock  this  af¬ 
ternoon. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  P.  Raby. 


Second  Session, 

Friday,  P.  M.,  2  o’clock. 

Opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  W.  M.  Baum. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  session  were  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  Michael  Etzler  appeared  as  delegate  from  the  Hano¬ 
ver  charge,  and  presented  his  certificate. 

Reports  of  Committees  were  now  called  for,  when  the  fol¬ 
lowing  were  submitted  : 


Report  of  Committee  No.  1. 

Your  Committee  respectfully  report  as  follows  : 

1.  No.  1  is  the  President’s  Report. 

1.  In  relation  to  this  paper,  they  recommend  its  adoption  as  a  whole.. 

2.  In  relation  to  the  brethren  D.  Eyster  and  J.  Ulrich,  who  have,  du¬ 
ring  the  past  Synodical  year,  been  called  from  this  great  field  of  labor 
to  their  eternal  reward,  they  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  whilst  we  rejoice  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  joy — the 
joy  of  seeing  face  to  face  Him  whom  they  served  on  earth  with  so  much 
fidelity  and  zeal,  and  those  whom,  through  their  instrumentality,  the 
Good  Shepherd  received  into  his  great  fold,  we  regret  to  see  them  no 
more  in  our  midst,  to  share  our  toils  •,  and  pray,  that  lie,  to  whose  cause 
we  have  consecrated  ourselves  may  give  us  grace  so  to  live  and  la¬ 
bor,  that  He  may  find  us  also  ready  when  He  shall  call  us  to  an  ac¬ 
count. 

3.  In  relation  to  the  mistake,  into  which  our  worthy  President  inad¬ 
vertently  fell  when  he  gave  an  ad  interim  license,  and  the  error  of  which 
he  has  so  promptly  acknowledged,  your  Committee  express  the  hope, 
that  it  may  not  be  used  as  a  precedent  in  future. 

4.  We  are  constrained  to  call  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  fact  no¬ 
ticed  by  the  President,  that  one  of  our  licentiates  had  served  a  charge, 
within  our  bounds,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  past  year,  without 
even  having  given  him  the  ordinary  notice  ;  the  rules  of  the  Synod  re¬ 
quiring  that  a  licentiate  should  not  visit  or  take  charge  of  congregations 
without  first  consulting  with  the  President.  It  is  hoped,  that  the  case 
wtis  one  of  forgetfulness,  and  not  of  disregard  of  law  or  order. 

II.  No.  2  is  a  certified  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Trustees 
of  the  “Pastors’  Fund”  of  the  General  Synod,  accompanied  by  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  said  fund,  addressed  to  this  Synod. 

In  relation  to  this  paper,  your  Committee  would  recommend,  that 
it  be  read  before  Synod,  and  that  the  appeal  of  the  Trustees  contained 
in  their  letter  be  presented  to  our  congregations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  JACOBS, 

J.  K.  jMILLER, 

JACOB  BITTINGER. 

The  report  was  received  aitd  adopted. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  resolution  and  letter  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  above  report. 
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To  THE  President  and  Members  of  District  Synods  in 
Connection  with  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Brethren  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  “Pastors’  Fund”  of 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  held 
May  24th,  1862,  it  was  resolved^  That  the  Secretary  address 
a  Circular  to  the  several  District  Synods  on  behalf  of  the 
Pastors’  Fund,  to  be  considered  by  them,  when  and  where¬ 
soever  they  may  hereafter  meet,  and  that  the  Presidents  of 
the  respective  Synods  in  connection  with  the  General  Synod, 
be  urgently  solicited  to  make  an  earnest  appeal  to  their  res¬ 
pective  bodies  and  constituencies  on  this  behalf. 

Certified  from  the  Minutes, 

ISAAC  SULGEPv, 

Secretary  of  Board  of  Trustees,  ^'‘C. 

Philadelphia,  May  24th,  1862. 

Brethren  : 

In  obedience  to  the  above  resolution,  the  undersigned 
would  respectfully  state,  that  the  Pastors’  Fund  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Synod  is  now  established  upon  a  firm  basis  ;  that  appli¬ 
cants,  from  different  parts  of  the  Church  have  been  relieved  ; 
that  ividows  and  orphans  of  deceased  Lutheran  Ministers 
have  been  supplied  with  “material  aid,”  and  that  the  fund, 
wFich  now  amounts  to  upwards  of  twenty-six  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  ($2600,)  is  invested  in  good  mortgage  and  other  securi¬ 
ty,  the  interest  of  which,  together  with  the  annual  contribu¬ 
tions  of  those  Synods,  which  pay  over  their  surplus  funds 
for  this  object,  has  been  thus  far  sufficient  to  meet  all  de¬ 
mands  upon  its  Treasury.  Tbe  Trustees,  encouraged  with 
the  success  that  has  attended  their  management  since  the 
adoption  of  the  new  Constitution^  desire  that  this  fund 
should  be  increased  tenfold^  and  are  of  opinion,  that,  by  the 
adoption  of  a  system  on  the  part  of  District,  Synods,  and 
congregations  within  their  bounds,  of  contributing  annually 
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to  this  object,  the  Pastors’  Fund  might  steadily  increase,  and 
become  large  enough  to  provide  an  interest  and  an  income 
that  would  be  equal  to  all  demands  and  appeals,  for  aid  and 
pecuniary  assistance  from  those,  for  whose  benefit  it  was 
originally  established. 

An  annual  contribution  from  the  Treasury  of  each  Syn¬ 
od,  or  an  annual  collection  from  each  congregation  within  the 
bounds  of  District  Synods,  he  the  same  ever  so  small,  would, 
by  aggregation,  accomplish  the  desired  object. 

The  Trustees,  therefore,  urge  action  on  this  behalf,  and 
without  desiring  to  interfere  in  the  matter,  would  respectful¬ 
ly  and  earnestly  appeal  to  the  membership  represented  in 
the  several  District  Synods,  that  stated  annual  contributions 
by  Churches  and  individuals  be  made  to  this  fund. 

They  refer  with  pleasure  to  their  report,  furnished  to  the 
General  Sjmod,  at  Pittsburg,  A.  D.  1859,  and  at  Lancas¬ 
ter,  A.  D.  18G2,  (see  ^linutes  1862,  p.  26-28,)  and  feel  as¬ 
sured,  that  the  Pastors’  Fund  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the 
Church. 

Tlie  Trustees  further  promise,  that  the  moneys  entrusted 
to  their  care  and  management,  shall  be  scrupulously  guard¬ 
ed,  and  wisely  and  economically  administered. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would  earnestly  solicit  ac¬ 
tion  on  the  above  behalf  in  pursuance  of  Art.  5th  and  8th 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  Pastors’  Fund,  adopted  at  Pitts¬ 
burg,  A.  D.  1859,  (see  Minutes,  1859,  p.  23.) 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

ISAAC  SULGER, 
Secretary  of  Trustees  of  Pastors^ 
Fund  of  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Ev.  Lutheran  Church, 


To  the  President  and  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  West  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Synod  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  4th,  1862. 
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Eeport  of  Committee  lo.  3. 

Your  Committee  respectfully  report,  that  the  paper  committed  to 
them,  is  a  letter  from  Rev.  J.  Evans,  requesting  this  Synod  to  renew 
the  license  of  Rev.  A.  J.  Weise. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  this  request  be  granted. 

M.  SNYDER, 

A.  FINFROCK, 

J,  HOUCK. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Report  of  Committee  E'o.  5. 

Committee  No.  5  respectfully  report,  that  the  documents  placed  in 
their  hands,  consist  of  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  9th  annual  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  Synod  of  Kentucky,  and  also,  of  a  copy  of  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  37th  annual  Convention  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod 
of  West  Pennsylvania.  In  the  first  of  these  documents  we  find  nothing 
claiming  the  attention  of  this  body.  In  the  second,  we  find  the  follow¬ 
ing  items  which  demand  its  attention  : 

Item  1st.  On  page  12  is  a  resolution,  that  this  Synod  assume  the 
payment  of  200  dollars,  as  its  quota  of  the  Seminary  debt  ;  and  that 
this  sum  be  apportioned  among  the  different  Pastoral  charges  within 
the  bounds  of  this  body,  according  to  their  numerical  strength  and 
wealth,  &c.  Your  Committee  asks,  whether  this  amount,  as  apportioned 
to  each  charge,  has  been  collected  and  paid  ? 

Item  2nd,  On  page  20  is  a  resolution,  that  the  mission  at  Wrights- 
ville,  be  sustained  for  another  year,  in  the  hope,  that  other,  and  satis¬ 
factory  arrangements  will  be  made  within  that  time.  Your  Committee 
asks,  whether  such  arrangements  have  been  made  ? 

Item  3rd.  On  page  28  is  a  resolution  instructing  the  Standing  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Emmaus  Institute,  to  inquire  of  the  Church  Council  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  in  Middletown,  whether  the  present  Principal  of 
said  Institute  is  a  regular  member  of  their  Church.  Your  Committee 
asks,  whether  the  Standing  Committee  referred  to,  have  discharged 
their  duty  ? 

Item  4th.  On  page  33  is  a  resolution,  that  our  delegate  to  the  Mary¬ 
land  Synod,  be  instructed  to  inquire  if  this  Synod  has  rights  in  the  prof¬ 
its  of  the  Lutheran  Observer,  and  that  there  may  be,  if  possible,  a  fair 
and  honorable  settlement  of  the  question.  Your  Committee  asks,  what 
reply  did  the  Maryland  Synod  give  to  this  inquiry  of  our  delegate  ? 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  A.  GOTWALD, 

L.  EICHHOLTZ, 

The  report  was  considered  seriatim. 
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The  inquiry,  concerning  the  number  of  charges  which 
have  paid  the  quota  assigned  them  towards  the  liquidation  of 
the  debt  contracted  by  the  Directors  for  repairs  at  the  Semi¬ 
nary,  in  Gettysburg,  was  made,  when  it  was  found  that  a 
considerable  number  have  hot,  as  yet,  attended  to  this  duty* 
It  was  suggested,  that  it  is  important  that  the  payment 
should  be  made  immediately. 

In  reply  to  the  third  inquiry,  the  answer  was  elicited,  that 
the  present  Principal  of  Eramaus  Institute  is  a  communicant 
m-ember  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

In  answer  to  the  fourth  query,  the  reply  was  given  nega¬ 
tively. 

The  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  7. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  account  of  Dr.  Jacobs,  Treas¬ 
urer  of  Synod,  and  also  tliat  of  Prof.  Stoever,  Treasurer  of  the  Educa¬ 
tion  fund  of  West  Pennsylvania  Synod,  would  respectfully  report,  that 
upon  careful  examination,  they  find  the  accounts  entirely  correct. 

Uespcclfully  submitted, 

J.  K.  MILLER, 
SOLOMON  CREAMER. 

Adopted. 


Eestoration  of  Eev.  Adam  Height. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  8. 

Committee  No.  8,  report,  that  the  papers  placed  in  their  hands,  all 
relate  to  the  case  of  Rev.  A.  Height,  who  has  again  applied  to  this  Syn¬ 
od  for  restoration  to  the  Lutheran  ministry  The  first  document  is  a 
copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Pittsburg  Synod,  which  contain  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolutions  : 

'^Resolved  1.  That  in  view  of  all  the  facts  that  have  come  to  our  no¬ 
tice  in  the  case,  it  is  our  belief,  that  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect,  that 
Mr.  Height  would  be  useful  in  the  ministry  of  our  Church,  and  that 
therefore,  he  ought  to  be  restored. 

Resolved  2.  That  both  the  right  and  responsibility  of  his  restoration 
reside  with  the  West  Pennsylvania  Synod,  and  he  is  hereby  recom¬ 
mended  to  their  favorable  notice  and  consideration,  at  their  next  Con¬ 
vention.” 


The  remaining  papers  are  letters  from  several  ministers  and  lay-men 
of  the  Pittsburg  Synod,  as  also  one  from  Rev.  B.  A.  Coruthers,  P.  E,  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  intimately  acquainted  with  Rev,  A. 
Height,  all  speaking  in  the  highest  terms  of  his  Christian  deportment, 
and  ui-ging  the  propriety  of  his  restoration.  Your  Committee  recom¬ 
mend  the  restoration  of  brother  Height  to  the  ministry  in  our  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  STECK, 

A.  ESSICK, 

M.  J.  ALLEMAN. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  Rev.  A.  Height  restored  to 
the  ranks  of  the  Lutheran  ministry. 

Report  of  Committee  Fo.  11, 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  President’s  account  of  the 
German  legacy,  report  that  they  have  found  it  correct,  leaving  a  balance 
in  his  hands  of  $93  93. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  JACOBS, 

A.  ESSICK, 

Received  and  adopted. 

No  other  Committees  being  prepared  to  report,  the  Paro¬ 
chial  Reports,  and  reports  on  the  state  of  Religion  were 
called  for.  A  number  of  the  brethren  not  having  their  re¬ 
ports  written,  they  were  requested  to  present  them  immedia¬ 
tely  after  the  opening  of  the  next  session. 

Reports  of  Committees  continued. 

Report  of  Committee  Fo.  2. 

Cnramit'ee  No.  2  respectfully  report,  that  the  papers  placed  in  their 
hands,  consist  of  three  letters. 

No.  1  is  a  letter  from  Dr.  A,  H.  Lochman,  expressing  his  regret,  that 
he  cannot  be  jiresent  at  this  Synod,  owing  to  the  circumstances  in  which 
his  section  of  the  country  is  placed  at  this  time,  on  which  grounds  he 
respectfully  asks  to  be  excused.  Dr,  L.  also  incloses  his  Parochial  Re¬ 
port. 

No.  2  is  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  Oswald,  in  which  he  communicates  to 
Synod  the  glad  intelligence,  that,  in  the  good  providence  of  God,  he  is 
slowly  recovering  his  healtli,  so  that  he  is  now  generally  comfortable 
and  able  to  preach  a  little,  and  able  to  attend  to  some  Ministerial  and 
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Pastoral  duties  ;  yet,  requiring  quietude  and  ease,  he  requests  kindly  to 
be  excused  for  not  attending  Synod.  He  also  incloses  his  Parochial  lie- 
port. 

No.  3  is  a  letter  from  C.  J.  Deininger,  in  which  he  states,  that  his 
bodily  health  is  at  present  such  as  to  prevent  him  from  attending  Synod. 
He  therefore,  requests  Synod  to  excuse  his  non-attendance.  His  Paro¬ 
chial  Report  is  also  inclosed. 

In  regard  to  the  above  brethren,  your  Committee  recommend,  that 
they  be  excused,  and  that  Synod  rejoices  in  the  prospect  of  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  health  of  Dr.  J.  Oswald. 

P.  RABY, 

S.  McHENRY, 

A.  BRICKER. 

Adopted. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  10. 

Committee  No.  10  respectfully  report,  that  the  documents  placed  in 
their  hands,  are  the  Minutes  of  the  following  Synods,  viz. :  East  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Allegheny,  Melanchthon,  Indiana,  Hartwick  and  Maryland ; 
also,  the  reports  of  the  Orphans’  Home,  Pittsburg,  and  the  Orphans’ 
Farm  School  at  Zelienople.  Your  Committee  find  nothing  in  them 
claiming  the  attention  of  this  body. 

L.  W.  BERRY, 

J.  CONAWAY, 

J.  RITTER. 

Adopted. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  6. 

Committee  No.  G  respectfully  report  on  the  document  placed  in  their 
hands,  consisting  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  stating,  that  be 
found  it  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  to  visit  the  Springs,  and 
coulil  not  return  in  time  to  attend  the  meeting  of  Synod,  held  so  near 
the  middle  of  his  vacation.  Hence,  he  respectfully  asks  to  be  excused. 

The  Committee  suggest  that  the  excuse  be  granted. 

J.  G.  GOETTMAN, 

GEO.  KLUGH. 

Received  and  adopted. 

The  delegates,  Adam  P'ishburn,  John  Ritter  and  George 
Klugh,  were  excused  from  further  attendance  upon  the  ses¬ 
sions  of  Synod. 
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EEPOET  ON  THE  STATE  OF  EELIGION. 

The  Committee  on  the  state  of  Religion,  respectfully  report,  that  the  • 
papers  placed  in  their  hands,  are  the  Parochial  Reports  of  fifteen  Pas¬ 
toral  charges,  out  of  thirty-five,  connected  ■with  this  Synod. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  a  correct  and  full  report  could  be  made 
out  from  those  few  statements.  We  must  therefore,  be  content  with 
such  facts  as  are  presented  in  these  various  reports. 

Taking  all  these  Parochial  Reports  together,  they  present  about  the 
same  general  items,  which  all  similar  statements  do  on  the  same  sub¬ 
ject.  They  indicate  the  usual  degree  of  religious  interest,  and  about 
the  same  general  features  of  pastoral  experience. 

This  Synodical  District  contains  thirty-five  Pastoral  charges.  The 
number  of  communicants,  reported  this  year,  corresponds  with  the  num¬ 
ber  of  last  year,  The  additions  to  the  Church  have  not  been  so  large’ 
as  in  former  years.  And  it  does  not  seem  strange  that  during  a  year 
of  such  unprecedented  excitement  the  hearts  of  the  people,  other¬ 
wise  calm  and  devoted,  should  yield  to  the  current  of  popular  feeling. 
Amid  this  continual  commotion — these  trials  and  anxiety  and  fears 
which  have  convulsed  the  Nation, we  have  a  right  to  expect  symptoms 
of  spiritual  declension.  Such  times  are  allowed  as  times  of  chastise¬ 
ment,  the  times  in  which  God  scourges  His  people  for  their  sins,  and 
from  which  He  will  have  them  emerge  benefitted  and  purified. 

Though  there  have  not  been  large  additions,  we  cannot  infer  from 
this,  that  religious  interest  has  declined;because  great  numerical 
strength,  or  splendid  forms  of  worship,  or  great  swelling  contributions 
to  benevolent  purposes  are  not  unmistakeable  proofs  of  great  personal 
and  practical  piety.  Congregations  may  be  loud  in  profession  and  lib¬ 
eral  in  charitable  deeds,  and  yet  have  but  a  small  measure  of  vital  god¬ 
liness. 

Our  losses  by  death  and  otherwise  do  not  seem  larger  than  usual. 

The  attendance  upon  public  worship  has  been  reported  as  uniformly 
good.  But  few  complaints  have  been  made  of  small  attendance  upon 
worship  on  the  Sabbath.  And  a  commendable  interest  has  been  mani¬ 
fest  on  the  Sabbath-day  service.  But  there  is  a  general  complaint  made 
l)y  the  brethren  of  indifference  to  weekly  meetings.  Meetings  for  pray¬ 
er  and  lecture  during  the  week,  are  reported  as  mostly  poorly  attended. 
This  is  to  be  lamented,  inasmuch  as  the  real  genuine  religious  interest 
of  a  congregation  is  much  more  apparent  in  these  weekly  meetings  than 
on  the  Sabbath.  Here  secular  duties  are  to  be  laid  aside  — worldly  in¬ 
terests  are  to  be  made  secondary  to  spiritual  interests,  and  all  business, 
secular  and  social,  is  to  be  laid  aside  to  worship  God  in  His  appointed 
way,  “Neglect  not  the  assembling  of  yourselves  together,  as  the  man¬ 
ner  of  some  is.”  The  evidence  of  a  stout  and  hearty  devotion  to  the 
worship  of  God  is  much  more  apparent  in  weekly  meetings. 
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The  reports  on  the  condition  of  the  Sunday  Schools  connected  with 
our  congregations  indicate  a  considerable  falling  off,  both  in  Teachers 
•  and  Scholars.  The  great  commotion  in  the  country  has  effected  the 
minds  of  the  young  most  seriously.  They  are  more  ready  and  eager 
for  the  excitement  of  the  camp,  and  the  hospital  and  military  parade 
on  the  Sabbath  than  for  the  school.  And  if  parents  will  not  exercise 
their  authority  to  retrain  children  from  these  habits ;  il  they  will  not 
sot  them  an  example  of  faithful  and  regular  attendance  upon  these 
means  of  grace,  and  teach  their  children  so,  v/e  must  expect  the  most 
serious  results  upon  the  morals  of  the  youth,  and  their  ultimate  es¬ 
trangement  from  the  influences  of  the  School  and  the  Church. 

The  benevolent  contributions  have  fallen  far  short  of  last  year. 
Some  three  or  four  reports  have  come  up  to  the  amount  of  former  years 
—  but  generally  they  are  much  less  than  in  former  years  —  so  far  as  ro- 
*|)Orted.  If  there  is  not  a  special  awakening  among  our  people  on  the 
subject  of  benevolence  our  Education  and  Missionary  operations  must 
become  seriously  embarrassed,  or  perlmps  partially  suspended. 

Your  Committee  entertain  the  hope,  that  the  contributions  of  those 
brethren,  whose  reports  have  not  been  presented,  will  be  large  and  am¬ 
ply  replenish  our  exhausted  treasury. 

On  the  subject  of  -llcvivals  of  Religion  but  little  has  been  reported. 
Yet  we  record  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  precious  refreshings  in  sev¬ 
eral  Rastorates  during  the  past  winter.  One  brother  refers  to  a  season 
of  sj)ecial  grace  in  his  congregation,  with  profound  gratitude  to  God. 
Many  souls  were  converted  to  God  —  the  whole  congregation  revived  — 
many  family-altars  erected  —  Church-attendance  improved,  and  bene¬ 
volence  greatly  increased.  But  the  majority  of  reports  have  “nothing 
sjiecial”  We  earnestly  pray  the  Lord  to  revive  His  work  in  the  hearts 
of  our  people,  and  bring  many  sinners  to  a  ‘‘knowledge  of  the  truth.” 

There  seems  to  have  been  the  usual  attention  to  catechetical  instruc¬ 
tion.  But  the  number  of  catechumens  has  not  been  as  large  as  former¬ 
ly,  and  tlie  instruction  was  not  generally  attended  with  such  happy  re¬ 
sults  as  were  desired. 

From  all  the  reports  taken  together,  we  have  cause  for  encourage¬ 
ment,  and  but  little  to  discourage  us.  Each  one  has  some  special  source 
of  encouragement  as  well  as  of  discouragement.  Many  rejoice  in  the 
harmony  and  peace  which  prevail  in  the  united  zeal  of  their  members. 
Others  complain  of  a  want  of  religious  zeal,  of  a  want  of  united  Chris¬ 
tian  action,  want  of  earnestness  in  prayer  meetings  and  Sabbath  schools, 
and  want  of  participation  in  public  prayer.  There  is  also  complaint  of 
prevailing  intemperance,  especially  among  young  men  •,  Sabbath  break¬ 
ing,  j)rofanity  and  other  evil  habits  arising  I’rom  the  unfortunate  and 
distracted  condition  of  our  country. 

We  cast  ourselves  upon  the  mercies  of  God,  and  pray  for  His  help, 
for  His  reviving  Spirit  to  be  poured  out  richly  upon  our  congregations, 
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and  for  His  special  interposition  and  help  in  this  dark  and  perilous  pe¬ 
riod  of  our  National  history,  that  He  may  turn  the  tide  of  this  wicked 
rebellion,  and  stay  the  march  of  this  threatened  invasion,  overrule  trea¬ 
son,  and  bring  the  rebels  against  the  Government  to  repent  of  their 
stupendous  folly,  and  enormous  sin. 

A.  W.  LILLY, 

P.  RABY, 

M.  J.  ALLEMAN. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  in  regard  to  Luth¬ 
erville  Female  Seminary  were  presented  by  Rev.  W.  M. 
Baum  : 

Believing  the  proper  education  of  the  female  mind  and 
heart  to  be  of  great  importance,  to  the  highest  interests  of 
the  family  and  Church,  and  believing,  that  the  Seminary  at 
Lutherville,  Md.,  conducted,  as  proposed  by  its  Principal, 
Rev.  B.  Sadtler,  may  secure  to  our  daughters  a  good  educa¬ 
tion,  which,  in  its  moral  aspects,  shall  be  in  harmony  with 
the  spirit  of  their  Church,  therefore 

Resolved^  That  we  recommend  the  Seminary  at  Luther¬ 
ville,  to  the  patronage  of  such  parents,  in  our  Churches,  as 
may  find  it  necessary  or  desirable,  in  the  education  of  their 
daughters,  to  send  them  abroad. 

Resolved^  That  we  comply  with  the  request  of  its  Princi¬ 
pal,  and  appoint  a  visitor,  who,  at  the  expense  of  the  Insti¬ 
tution,  shall  attend  its  Annual  Commencement,  and  make  a 
brief  report  to  this  body,  as  to  its  condition  and  spirit. 

In  accordance  with  these  resolutions  brother  Baum  was  ap¬ 
pointed  visitor. 

Inasmuch  as  many  of  the  brethren  are  anxious  to  return 
to  their  families,  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  on  account  of 
the  apparent  danger  which  threatens  them,  from  the  Rebel 
army  in  the  adjoining  State  of  Maryland,  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  Anniversaries  of  the  Missionary  and  Education  So¬ 
cieties  be  held  this  evening.  In  the  absence  of  the  regular¬ 
ly  appointed  Speaker,  the  Rev.  M.  Officer  was  appointed  to 
address  the  Missionary  Society. 

Synod  adjourned  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Jacobs. 
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EDUCATION  AND  MISSIONARY  MEETING. 

Friday  Evening,  Sept.  r2th,  1862. 

According  to  a  previous  resolution,  the  Anniversary  of  the 
Missionary  and  Education  Societies  was  held  this  evening. 
Interesting  and  appropriate  addresses  were  delivered  by 
Revs.  A.  Essick  and  Morris  Officer,  after  which  a  collection 
was  taken  in  the  congregation,  amounting  to  ^12  77. 

The  session  was  now  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  L.  W. 
Berry. 

The  proper  Committees  being  absent  and  the  necessary 
reports  wanting,  the  business  of  the  Education  and  Mission¬ 
ary  Societies  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  meet  immediately  in  Synodical  session. 

Third  Session. 

The  business  of  Synod  being  resumed,  permission  was 
granted  Rev.  M.  Officer,  as  General  Financial  Agent  of  For¬ 
eign  Missions,  to  make  some  statements  in  regard  to  the  na¬ 
ture  and  object  of  his  agency. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  presented  by 
Rev.  M.  J.  Alleman,  were  then  adopted : 

AVhereas,  the  Lutheran  Church  has,  by  the  action  of  its 
late  General  Synod,  resolved^  to  enter  more  largely  into  the 
Foreign  missionary  work,  and  whereas,  in  order  to  accom¬ 
plish  this  end  more  money  will  be  necessary,  therefore 

liesolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Pastors  of  this  Syn¬ 
od  to  take  collections  for  missionary  purposes,  at  least  quar¬ 
terly. 

diesolved,  That  we  cordially  invite  Rev.  M.  Officer,  the 
General  Financial  Agent,  to  labor  in  the  bounds  of  this 
Synod,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  a  larger  and  more 
systematic  benevolence. 

I 

Directors  to  the  Theological- Seminary. 

On  motion,  Synod  now  entered  into  an  election  for  Direct¬ 
ors  to  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburg. 
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The  President  appointed  Revs.  Baker  and  Miller  as  tel¬ 
lers. 

The  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Dr.  Lochman,  for 
the  full  terra,  Rev.  W.  M.  Baura,  for  the  une^pired  term  of 
Rev.  J.  Ulrich,  deceased,  and  D.  M.  Myers,  Lay-director. 


Time  and  Place  of  Next  Meeting* 

It  was  resolved  to  proceed  to  an  election  for  the  place  of 
holding  our  next  Annual  Convention. 

Invitations  were  extended  from  Newvilie  and  Hanover. 

Tellers,  Revs.  Gotwald  and  Alleman.  Upon  counting  the 
votes,  it  was  announced  that  Newville  was  chosen  as  the 
place  for  holding  our  next  meeting,  and  Thursday  after  the 
first  Sunday  in  September,  1863,  was  designated  as  the  time* 


Delegates  to  other  Synods. 


To  Pennsylvania  Synod, 
East  Pennsylvania 
Allegheny  ‘‘ 

Central  “ 

Maryland  ‘‘ 

Melanchthon  “ 


Rev.  P.  S.  Scheurer, 
A.  W.  Lilly, 

“  J.  K.  Miller, 

“  W.  Kopp, 

L.  A.  Gotwald, 
“  A.  Essick. 


CONFERENCES. 

In  relation  to  the  York  and  Adams  County  Conferences, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  in  accordance  with  a  resolution,  passed  by 
the  York  County  Conference,  Synod  recommend  the  consolL 
dation  of  the  York  and  Adams  County  Conferences. 

Resolved^  That  Conferences  be  requested  to  present 
their  Minutes  at  the  annual  meeting  of  Synod. 

Printing  of  Minutes. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  be  authorized  to  have  print¬ 
ed  600  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  Synod,  in  the  English 
language. 
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It  was  moved,  that  Rev.  A.  Essick  furnish  an  abstract  of 
the  Proceedings  of  this  Synod,  for  the  Lutheran  Observer, 
Rev.  L.  A.  Gotwald,  for  the  Lutheran  and  Missionary,  and 
Rev.  M.  J.  Alleman,  for  the  Kirchenbote. 

On  motion.  Synod  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  K.  Miller. 

Fourth  Session. 

Saturday  Morniug,  8  o'clock,  Sept.  I3th,  1862. 

After  spending  half  an  hour  in  devotional  services.  Syn¬ 
od  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  M.  Officer. 

Those  brethren,  who  were  not  prepared  at  a  previous  ses¬ 
sion,  now  presented  their  Parochial  reports,  and  their  re¬ 
port  on  the  state  of  religion  in  their  respective  charges. 

Resolved,  That  the  printed  forms  furnished  to  Pastors,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  out  their  Parochial  reports,  be  here¬ 
after  dispensed  with. 

Synod  having  finished  its  business,  it  was  moved,  that  we 
adjourn  as  a  Synod,  to  meet  as  a  Ministerium. 


MINISTERIUM. 

First  Session. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  9. 

Committee  No.  9,  into  whose  hands  were  placed  the  following  pa¬ 
pers,  beg  leave  to  report, 

Nos.  1  and  2  are  wrtten  sermons  by  licentiate  J.  G.  Goettman.  The 
one  sermon  is  on  Acts  17:30.  Theme,  “T/ie  nature  of  repentance. 
This  is  a  well  written  sermon,  setting  forth  a  correct  Scriptural  view  of 
repentance 

The  second  sermon,  by  the  same  author,  is  on  the  Parable  of  tho 
Leaven,  and  is  ably  written. 

No.  3  is  a  written  sermon  by  brother  Conaway,  on  the  words  record¬ 
ed  in  Acts  16  :  30,  31.  ‘•^Sir,  what  must  I  do  dtc.  This  is  also  a  very 
good  sermon. 
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No.  4  consists  of  the  license  of  brother  Conaway,  and  two  skeletons. 
The  divisions,  or  heads  of  these  sketches  are  good,  but  there  appears  to 
be  a  lack  of  proper  systematic  arrangement. 

Your  Committee  would  further  add,  that  both  these  brethren  failed 
to  produce  a  Journal  of  their  ministerial  acts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  S.  SCHEURER, 

H.  BAKER. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Resolved^  That  the  brethren,  J.  G.  Goettman  and  J.  Con- 
away  be  ordained. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  12. 

Committee  No.  12  respectfully  report,  that  the  documents  placed  in 
our  hands,  are  as  follows  : 

The  Journal,  two  skeletons,  and  two  sermons  of  Samuel  B.  Barnitz. 

*  The  Journal  is  regularly  and  neatly  kept,  the  skeletons  and  sermons 
are  prepared  with  special  reference  to  the  rules  of  homiletics,  the  style 
is  chaste  and  elear,  the  subject  matter  of  the  text  is  well  developed,  and 
ably  discussed,  and  with  God’s  blessing  cannot  fail  to  do  good. 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  these  two  brethren  to  the  Minis- 
feerium  for  ordination. 

H.  BAKER, 

A.  ESSICK. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

Resolved^  That  brother  Barnitz  be  ordained. 

Keport  of  the  Examining  Committee, 

The  Examining  Committee  report  as  follows  : 

The  Candidates,  Alfred  E.  Croll,  W.  B.  Fox,  W.  Keckler  and  J.  J. 
Kerr  appeared  before  the  Committee,  and  were  examined.  The  three 
first  named  have  passed  through  the  full  Course  of  Study  ordinarily 
pursued  in  onr  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburg  ;  the  last  named 
has  gone  over  a  more  limited  course,  mostly  under  the  direction  of 
brother  Lilly,  of  York. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  limited  time  which  the  Committee  were 
enabled  to  devote  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  the  examination  necessa¬ 
rily  embraced  a  very  narrow  range  of  subjects,  viz. ;  Personal  Piety, 
Call  to  the  Ministry,  and  Doctrinal  Theology.  The  examination,  as  far 
as  it  extended,  proved  satisfactory. 
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Your  Committee  would  recommend  these  yoiin^  brethren  for  Ilcecv 
sure,  expressing  the  opinion,  however,  that  brother  Kerr  should  consid¬ 
erably  extend  the  range  of  his  studies,  and  prosecute  them  , diligently 
within  the  coming  year. 

M.  JACOBS, 

W.  M.  BAUM, 

■  P.  BABY.. 

The  report  was  received. 

Resolved^  That  the  brethren,  A.  E.  Croll,  W.  B.  Fox 
and  W.  Keckler  be  licensed. 

In  regard  to  brother  J.  J.  Kerr  the  Ministerium  took  the 
following  action  : 

Resolved,  That  brother  J.  J.  Kerr  be  advised  to  pursue 
his  Theological  studies  at  the  Seminary  at  Gettysburg,  and 
that  he  be  received  on  the  funds  of  the  Education  Society  of 
this  Synod. 

The  license  of  brother  A.  J.  AVeise  was  renewed. 

The  following  resolution,  concerning  licentiates,  was 
passed  : 

Resolved,  That  we  do  hereby  express  our  decided  disap¬ 
probation  of  the  neglect,  on  the  part  of  so  many  of  our  - 
licentiates,  of  the  requisitions  imposed  at  their  licensure. 

•  Resolved,  That  the  ordination  and  licensure  of  the  Candi¬ 
dates  accepted,  take  place  before  the  Ministerium,  and  such 
other  persons  as  may  be  present  at  the  time,  at  11|  o’clock, 
this  morning. 

The  Ministerium  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  time  above  de¬ 
signated. 

MEETING  OF  THE  EDUCATION  AND  MISSIONARY 

SOCIETIES. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  Education  and  Missionary 
Societies  was  now  attended  to. 

Rev.  J.  Steck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  having  charge 
of  Character-bills  of  our  beneficiaries,  not  being  prepared  to 
report,  Dr.  Jacobs  gave  a  verbal  statement  of  the  character 
and  progress  of  the  young  gentlemen  receiving  support  from 


this  Synod,  and  pursuing  their  studies  at  our  Institutions  at 
Gettysburg, 

In  regard  to  most  of  these  young  brethren  the  report  was 
very  favorable,  in  regard  to  some  it  was  not' so  favorable, 
and  one  or  two,  it  was  stated,  have  entered  the  army. 

After  further  deliberation,  Synod  resolved  to  sustain  seven 
beneficiaries  during  the  coming  year. 

In  consequence  of  the  decrease  of  funds  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  Education  Society,  the  following  resolution  was  adop¬ 
ted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  amount,  allowed  our  beneficiaries,  per 
year,  be  reduced  from  $150  to  $125. 

Resolved,  That  on  account  of  the  pressing  need  of  funds 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Education  Society,  the  Secreta- 
ry,  through  our  Church  Papers,  earnertly  request  those 
"  brethren,  who  were  not  present  at  the  meeting  of  this  Syn¬ 
od,  to  forward  their  contributions,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the 
Treasurer,  Rev.  lY.  M.  Baum,  of  York.  .. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pastors  of  congregations  be  requested 
to  take  up  their  collections  for  educational  purposes,  at  as 
early  a  period  in  the  year  as  convenient. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow  the 
additional  amount  of  money  that  may  be  required,  to  sustain 
our  beneficiaries  during  the  coming  year. 

The  Wrightsville  Mission, 

In  regard  to  this  Mission  the  following  action  was  had : 

o  o 

Resolved,  That,  in  view  of  the  low  state  of  funds  in  the 
Treasury  of  Home  Missions,  and  the  consequent  difficul¬ 
ty  of  sustaining  the  Mission  at  Wrightsville,  that  congrega¬ 
tion  be  recommended  to  make  arrangements,  if  possible,  to 
be  supplied,  for  the  present  at  least,  in  connection  with  the 
congregations  at  Marietta  and  Columbia, 

Resolved,  That  the  Horae  Missionary  Society  appropriate 
$100  to  brother  J.  J.  Kerr,  for  services  rendered  in  the 
Wrightsville  mission,  during  the  last  six  months,  and  that 
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the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  him  that  amount  out  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society. 

Executive  Committee  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society. 

The  following  brethren  were  appointed  as  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society  :  Rev.  J.  Frey, 
Rev.  H.  Baker  and  Rev.  L.  A.  Gotwald. 

Speakers  for  Next  Year. 

The  following  brethren  were  appointed  speakers  for  next 
year : 

On  Education — Rev.  M.  J.  Alleman  ;  Rev.  A.  Berg,  his 
alternate. 

Home  Mission — Rev.  J.  Menges ;  Rev.  J.  K.  Miller,  al¬ 
ternate. 

Ordination  Sermon — Rev.  W.  Kopp ;  Rev.  A.  W.  Lilly, 
alternate.  ^ 

Adjourned  as  a  Missionary  and  Education  Society. 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  now  adjourn,  to  meet  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed. 

MINISTERIUM. 


Second  Session. 

Saturday,  11^  o’clock,  A.  M. 

This  being  the  time  appointed  for  the  Ordination  services, 
they  were  conducted  before  the  Ministerium,  and  a  number 
of  other  persons  who  had  assembled.  The  Ordination  ser¬ 
mon  was  dispensed  wdth. 

The  following  brethren  were  then  solemnly  ordained  to 
the  office  of  the  holy  Ministry,  by  the  ‘‘laying  on  of  hands,” 
(the  officers  of  Synod  officiating,)  viz.  :  J.  G.  Goettman,  J. 
Conaway  and  S.  B.  Barnitz. 

The  following  were,  at  the  same  time,  sacredly  invested 
with  the  Ministerial  office  by  the  granting  of  license  for  one 
year,  viz.  :  A.  E.  Croll,  W.  B.  Fox  and  W.  Keckler. 


3i 

The  Pastor,  Rev.  L.  A.  Gotwald,  was  requested  to  return 
the  thanks  of  Synod  to  his  congregation,  on  the  next  Sab¬ 
bath,  for  their  kind  hospitality  extended  to  the  Ministers 
and  Lay-delegates,  during  their  short  sojourn  wjth  them. 

Synod  once  more  united  in  singing  a  hymn  to  the  praise 
of  God,  and  on  bended  knees,  led  by  the  President,  they 
presented  their  humble  supplications  and  thanksgivings  at 
a  Throne  of  Grace. 

W.  KOPP, 

Secretary. 

4 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Frey’s  Institute,  Dr.  S.  S. 
Schmuker,  being  prevented  from  attending  the  meeting  of  Synod,  by 
reason  of  bodily  indisposition,  this  report  was  not  presented  before  that 
body  for  its  action  ;  but  being  deemed  interesting  and  important  to  the 
Church,  it  is  here  appended.  —  Secretary. 

Eeport  of  the  Committee  on  Frey’s  Institute. 

Your  Committee  has  endeavored  during  the  year,  to  promote  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  Orphan  House,  so  far  as  it  was  in  its  power.  In  addition 
to  efforts  in  a  private  way,  your  Committee  met  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Synod  of  East  Pennsylvania,  in  York,  Pa.,  on  the  30th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1861,  to  consult  with  reference  to  the  highest  welfare  of  the  Institu¬ 
tion.  And  although  the  recommendations  of  the  joint  Committee  to 
the  Principal  and  Trustees  were  not  carried  out,  still  we  have  reason  to 
believe,  that  the  action  of  the  Committee  has  had  a  happy  influence 
upon  those  managing  the  temporalities  of  the  Institution. 

In  the  first  place,  there  appears  no  longer  the  same  antagonism  be¬ 
tween  the  Corporate  members  of  the  Institution  and  the  Lutheran 
Church,  which  formerly  existed.  The  Lutheran  character  of  the  Insti¬ 
tution  is  being  acknowledged.  The  Principal,  moreover,  now  sustains 
the  relation  of  a  regular  member  of  the  Church.  There  is  further,  w^e 
think,  improvement  in  the  management  of  the  estate  —  more  effort  is 
made  to  develop  its  resources. 

Those  having  the  control  of  the  temporalities  of  the  Institution  are, 
we  think,  also  beginning  to  realize  more  the  great  responsibility  resting 
upon  them,  that  the  destiny  of  poor  orphan  children  are  in  their  keep¬ 
ing.  All  this  is  auspicious. 

It  is  hoped,  that  all  connected  with  the  Institution  may  feel  the 
weight  of  responsibility  resting  upon  them,  that  they  may  rise  to  aright 
appreciation  of  their  position,  not  only  as  the  dispensers  of  a  noble 
charity  but  also  its  augmenters,  that  by  self-sacrificing  labor  and  earnest 
effort,  they  may  seek  to  place  the  Institution  in  a  high  state  of  useful- 


hessv  Then  %vill  the  hearts  of  many  more  fatherless  ones  be  made  glad 
in  a  home  devoted  to  their  welfare. 

There  are  now  in  the  Orphan  Home  twenty-two  orphan  children* 
Prof.  Ji  T.  Ross,  A.  M.,  has  charge  of  the  Institution,  and  devotes  hia 
whole  time  to  the  welfare  of  the  children.  The  gross  income  of  the 
estate,  the  past  year,  was  $3921  49.  Of  this  amount  $1894  08  was 
devoted  to  repairs  and  improvements,  and  $2027  41  to  the  Orphan 
Ilomev 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  S.  SCIIMUCKER, 

C.  A.  MORRIS. 

Directors  to  the  Theological  Seminary. 
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